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Vigil, Panel Hosted In Reaction of Attack on Ukraine
By ISABELLA ROBINSON

LEAD REPORTER | ROBINSON436@MARSHALL.EDU

Last Wednesday, Marshall University
presented a virtual panel discussion at
2 p.m. with several faculty members
entitled “Urgent Panel: War in Ukraine.”
Following the panel, students and faculty
held a candlelight vigil on the plaza of the
student center as a solemn act of solidarity
with a country in crisis. According to data
from the United Nations over 2 million
people have fled Ukraine since the start

of the Russian invasion.
Announced only one day in advance,
over 160 virtual attendees listened to
the panelists and asked questions about
Russia’s attack and how they could help
the people in Ukraine.
Dr. Victor Fet, a longtime Marshall
biology professor and a native of Ukraine
who grew up in Russia began the panel
with his opening remarks to discuss his
thoughts and provide insight to listeners.

“You cannot take away these people’s sorrow, but you
can make that sorrow less lonely, and it does help.”
- Dr. Kateryna Schray
Last week, students and faculty gathered to light candles in protest of Russia’s attack on Ukraine.

Read more on page 2.

WV Legislature Removes
Higher-Ed from “Anti-Racism”
and Identity Teaching Bill
On Monday, West Virginia lawmakers removed
universities from being targeted in a bill that would
dictate how lessons on race and identity can be
taught in school after college professors roundly
criticized the legislation.
Photos by Shauntelle Thompson
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Read more on page 3.
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Ukraine continued from
front page

Greek Week
Begins
By AUSTIN JOHNSON
REPORTER | JOHNSON1489@MARSHALL.EDU

Solidary for Ukraine united the speakers.
“Please, do not panic. Ukrainians do not
panic. They fight,” Fet said. Following the
panel, Fet spoke at the candlelight vigil on the
Memorial Student Center Plaza at 5 p.m.
Dr. Kateryna Schray has family in Ukraine
and believes Russia’s attack on Ukraine is an
attack on democracy itself.
The event was sponsored by Marshall
Libraries and was initiated by Fet, who
still has many friends and relatives in both
Ukraine and Russia. Fet’s children and
friends overseas attended virtually.
Dr. Anara Tabyshalieva, an associate
professor of history with expertise on war and
peacebuilding in the Russian, Eurasian and
Asian regions, was a panelist. She was born in
the Soviet Union and has worked in Russia.
“I think that we should think about peace
education at many levels,” Tabyshalieva said
regarding the war. “I saw in the newspapers
that recently vandals have damaged Ukrainian
cemeteries in Baltimore. This shows that we
need to talk more about peace education, and
about diversity and tolerance.”

Dr. Kateryna Rudnytzky Schray, a faculty
administrator and professor of English whose
family is from Ukraine and who has taught at
the university level in that country, also spoke
on the panel and at the vigil following.

“Please, do not panic.
Ukrainians do not
panic. They fight,” Fet
said.
“Russia is attacking its closest democratic
neighbor. Putin’s attack on Ukraine is an
attack on democracy,” Schray said. “You
cannot have a democracy and Ukraine and
not see it in Russia. Social media has changed
everything so democracy, as flawed as it can
be, is attractive and in a democracy, you can
get a bad leader but 4 to 8 years later they are
out. Putin has been in power for 20 years and

Photos by Shauntelle Thompson

Ukraine’s neighboring democracy is a huge
threat to that power.”
Schray said that she urges the Marshall
community to help and support Ukraine in
any way they can.
“People in Ukraine can see social media.
This is an amazing situation. There’s
communication going back-and-forth all
the time,” Schray said. “Make a flag out of
yellow and blue paper - put it in your window.
You cannot take away these people’s sorrow,
but you can make that sorrow less lonely, and
it does help.”
Schray says that basic humanitarian
supplies such as Band-Aids, raincoats and
surgical gloves are appreciated and can be
found on many Amazon wish lists. Below
is the information to Schray’s resource
accepting tax-deductible donations:
St. Sophia Religious Association
7911 Whitewood Rd,
Elkins Park, PA 19027
In memo line: Humanitarian Aid for
Ukraine.

Marshall’s Greek community
will kick off the start of Greek
Week with a competitive
dance battle in the last week
of March.
At city hall in downtown
Huntington, each chapter on
Marshall’s campus will take
the stage for a competitive
dance battle showcasing what
they have been practicing.
Catherine
Blankenship,
coach for Kappa Sigma
and performer for her own
chapter of Delta Zeta, said
the dance battle is something
more than competition.
“It’s a week for the
Greek community to come
together,”
Blankenship
said. She also said the event
can bring opportunities
for bonding between the
fraternities and sororities on
the Huntington campus.
In addition, Blankenship
described how “Greek Sing”
can be a benefit for students
involved in the Greek
community.
“Some of the things
that you can gain from
it are leadership skills,
communication
skills,
bonding and life skills that
will carry on with you later in
life,” Blankenship said.
Greek Sing will ignite the
start of Greek Week on Mar.
27, which will feature multiple
activities and events planned

for people in fraternity and
sorority life.
“There are a couple
of different sport events:
volleyball, basketball, flag
football,” Brennan Amaral, a
member of Alpha Sigma Phi,
said. “Greek Sing provides
people within the Greek
community an opportunity to
show their skills.”
“While it is a competition,
it’s a week to recognize the
importance of the Greek
community.”
This will be the first Greek
Sing event since the social
gathering was canceled due
to the COVID-19 in 2020.
“I am really excited about
it because the last time that
I had the opportunity to be
in Greek Sing was in March
of 2020 whenever I was a
new member. And then with
COVID, everything got shut
down.”
Blankenship recalled how
hard she practiced, like other
chapters did, just to find out it
would be canceled.
“I was disappointed at first,
but now we finally get the
chance of doing something
that everybody should be
excited about,” she said. “It’s
going to be a great time.”
Students are encouraged to
attend the dance battle which
will be held on Mar. 27 at city
hall. The time of the event
will be announced soon.
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The Science Behind Masks and
the Way We Listen
By ALAINA LASTER
LEAD REPORTER | LASTER3@MARSHALL.EDU

From the classroom to the local Starbucks, people have been struggling to
hear one another during the pandemic.
Masks have muffled voices and made
them more difficult to hear according
to Jodi Cottrell, program director of
the Luke Lee Listening, Language and
Learning Lab as well as the Department of Communication Disorders.
“The masks muffled sound. So, one

thing that I noticed was, well, these
masks… especially the cloth ones, you
can tell a big difference… We don’t
need to measure anything to be able
to tell just through listening that my
voice is much more muffled now than
it is when I am wearing this particular
mask,” Cottrell said when demonstrating the difference between a KN95
versus a surgical mask.
Cottrell brought along research
conducted by Dave Gordey, the current director of clinical research and

professional relations for Oticon A/S—
a company that designs, manufactures,
and sells hearing aid products. His
research showed the effects different
kinds of mask had on sound.
“They used different masks and they
put them in a sound booth and… this
particular computer called KEMAR
to provide information from, and they
measured what the sound was coming
from each different mask. Basically,
what they found was obviously the
worst-case scenario is going to be like

a KN95 or an N95 mask with a face
shield,” Cottrell said.
Cottrell described the problem as
no one knowing which mask was truly
the worst for sound. The study clearly
showed the KN95 muffled sound more
than the rest, but as someone who
works with children that are deaf and
hard of hearing, Cottrel had to determine what would be the best option
for them. They found out that the face
shield—which many anticipated to be
the best—proved the worst option for

them.
“A lot of people thought-Well the
face shields they are not blocking,
they’re still open… but we can wear a
face shield. They will still be able to see
our face and then it’s not blocked so it
won’t sound as muffled. But actually,
what these studies found—and if you
have ever listened to someone talk with
a face shield on—their speech was actually… it was harder to understand,”
Cottrell said.

WVU Professors Reject Bill Aimed Against Critical Race

By BELLA ROBINSON
LEAD REPORTER | ROBINSON436@MARSHALL.EDU

After a public hearing on Monday
where several West Virginia University
professors spoke against a bill that they
said would stifle freedom of expression
in their classrooms, West Virginia

Photo by Tyler Spence
lawmakers removed universities from
the bill’s jurisdiction.
Professors roundly criticized the
legislation that would dictate how
lessons on race and identity can be
taught in the classroom and schools.
The legislation follows a national

pattern of Republican state legislators
pushing for “anti-racism” guidelines
in schools, often in direct response to
the fear of Critical Race Theory being
taught in schools.
“We’re concerned that this bill will
limit the ability of faculty to exercise
those rights to design educational
content,”
said
Scott
Wayne,
engineering professor and the WVU
Faculty Senate’s chair-elect.
Before their omission last Wednesday,
the West Virginia Senate passed a bill
that would prevent public K-12 schools,
public colleges and universities across
the state from teaching that any race
is superior to another or that students
should feel guilty because of their race.
The bill creates a reporting
mechanism for people - including
students - “aggrieved by an alleged
violation” to complain about educators
to school authorities, state officials and
ultimately the legislature.
The Republican majority in the
senate greenlit the legislation 21-12

last Wednesday despite objections from
multiple Democrats, including the
legislature’s only Black lawmaker, who
said the policy was “a step backward.”
Democrats
and
organizations
including the American Civil Liberties
Union of West Virginia oppose the
legislation because of concerns about
limiting free speech and censorship in
schools.
Sen. Owens Brown (D-WV), the
former president of the West Virginia
NAACP and the first Black man to
serve in the state senate, said there is
no evidence that any teachers in West
Virginia teach students that one race is
superior to another.
He accused Republicans of using
the bill as a “weapon or tool in their
campaigns” and stoking unnecessary
fear among citizens.
“It’s been told to you over and over
again that it (Critical Race Theory)
wasn’t taught in the public school, but
here we are still trying to say it’s being
inserted into public schools for political

purposes and for political gain,” Brown
said. “And that’s not right, because
you’re turning people against each
other.”
The “Anti-Racism Act of 2022”
(Senate Bill 498) prevents the teaching
in both public K-12 schools that one
race, ethnic group or biological sex is
superior to another; that one group is
“inherently racist, sexist or oppressive”
and that people should be discriminated
against; or “receive adverse treatment”
because of those identities.
It also includes a provision that says
students should not be taught that a
person’s moral character is determined
by their race, ethnicity or biological sex;
that a person should not be made to feel
“discomfort, guilt or anguish” because
of that identity and that “academic
achievement, meritocracy; or traits
such as hard work ethic are racist or
sexist or were created by members
of a particular race, ethnic group or
biological sex to oppress” another.
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Marshall Sports Medicine
Institute Provides Medical
Coverage at State
Championships

By GRACE HEWITT

REPORTER | HEWITT23@MARSHALL.EDU

Through a new relationship
with the West Virginia Secondary
School Activities ( W VSSAC)
Commission, the Marshall Sports
Medicine Institute (MSMI) will
begin providing sports training
coverage for all state championship
sporting events in southern West
Virginia.
Tom Belmagg io, d irector
of Marshall University Sports
Medicine, said with this new
outreach program that Marshall
sets itself as a leader in the area of
athletic training.
“Since 2014, we’ve strived to
be the leader in the field of sports
medicine. We are very honored and
excited that we are able to provide
athletic training services to the

WVSSAC,” Belmaggio said.
Belmaggio also said the services
will be provided through the
Marshall Sports Medicine Institute
and he thinks they will represent the
university well at state sports events.
“We have athletic trainers who
work at various high schools and
middle schools in the region. We
have 18 athletic trainers some
full-time and some part-time,”
Belmaggio said.
Belmaggio expressed the contract
is not for physician coverage, but
for athletic coverage. MSMI can
provide physician coverage only in
certain locations.
“It really depends on where
the sporting event is located.
This past weekend, the state
wrestling tournament was held in

Huntington, so we were able to
provide both physician and athletic
coverage,” Belmaggio said.
Belmaggio went on to say one
thing he looks forward to seeing out
of this new outreach program is the
competition between high schools
and middle schools.
“When you look at these
state championship events, it’s
the mecca of events for sports in
our state,” Belmaggio said. “I’m
looking forward to seeing all the
competition and it also makes our
jobs fun as well—getting to sit at
these events and cover them.
“We have the athletes’ health
and well-being at top priority. It
puts us at the most thrilling part of
the year for these student athletes,”
Belmaggio said.

Marshall Sports Medicine Center by Marshall Health

Body Shots poet performance

Poet Presents Their Progress
at “Nevertheless, We Persist”
By BREA SMITH

REPORTER | SMITH3034@MARSHALL.EDU

Body Shot’s 14th annual performance
“Nevertheless, We Persist” continued the legacy
of performances dedicated to celebrating all
aspects of gender, sexuality, and femininity.
Each year, students, staff and facility perform
and present acts dealing with addiction, gender,
assault and censorship.
This year’s performance had something for
everyone: poetry, music, dance and essays all
about persistence.
Mars Brown, a freshman psychology major
who goes by they/them pronous, presented four
poems about life after sexual assault. Brown
found out about the performance from the
director of the event during a class.
“I found out about it from Hillary Brewster,”
Brown said, “when she came into my Woman’s
Study class. I looked into the program and
really like it. I’d been writing for a while and
decided to send in a collection of poems I
wrote.”
After a couple of days Brown submitted
four poems titled “Untitled,” “Oscar,” “Taste”
and “The Second Coming” inspired by their
assault.
Another poet, Ezra Mars, “gave a
presentation about being a trans man, and
his poetry was like, very vulgar,” according

to Brown.
“I think I take a lot of inspiration from him,”
Brown said.
Before Brown went on stage, they messaged
Mars saying, “I don’t even know if you’ll see
this. But your work has really inspired me, and
this will be my first time publicly reading my
work. And I just wanted to say thank you for
the inspiration.”
While describing the poems’ creation,
Brown said, “Originally it was just going to
be ‘Oscar,’ ‘Taste’ and ‘Untitled...’ They’re
kind of-They’re like a little trilogy in my brain
personally, especially ‘Taste’ and ‘The Second
Coming.’”
Each poem talks about the different feelings
Brown had during their recovery process.
“‘Oscar’ was the one I worked on most,” Brown
said. “It’s really long. It’s a whole innuendo of
putting the assault into a kind of celebrity drama
show.”
“Taste” was inspired by the anger they felt
when they were still processing.
“I truly love ‘Taste,’” Brown said. “It’s like-It
feels like the full culmination of what I want
in my writing. It was written at the point of
my processing, whereas I’m very, very angry
about it.”

FEATURES

The Future of Virtual
Events Beyond the Pandemic
By VICTORIA WARE
REPORTER |WARE57@MARSHALL.EDU

W

hen the COVID-19
pandemic began,
many typical oncampus events
switched to being held virtually, nearly
two years into the pandemic, many campus events still take place online.
Some people didn’t have extensive
experience with virtual meetings before
the pandemic began.
“Before the pandemic, the only experience I had with virtual events and meetings was occasionally attending them,”
Patricia Proctor, founding director of the
Simon Perry Center for Constitutional
Democracy, said. “Beginning with the
onset of the pandemic, we were asked
to transition our face-to-face classes to
online courses, and, of course, I did so.”
“In the beginning, when we first transitioned to virtual events it was because
we just couldn’t see any another way to
continue our programming and we definitely wanted to be able to do that. So, we
started holding virtual receptions for our
gallery events,” Gallery Director Jamie
Platt said. “I thought, ‘Oh boy, it’s going
to be really sterile. It’s going to be kind of
a sad thing,’ but actually I was surprised
at the intimacy that an event like that can
actually have.”
People involved with the planning and
hosting of virtual events had to adapt and
learn what would work best for them.
“I have been involved in planning
virtual events, acting as a speaker in
virtual events (panels) and holding and
attending many virtual meetings during
the pandemic,” Proctor said. “The online
platforms have provided a useful tool, and

a convenient way to facilitate meetings
and accomplish business.”
“It’s touch and go because you really
have to figure out attention spans and try
to change up the content so that people
don’t get bored and lose interest,” Platt
said. “What I found is we kind of played
with the amount of time that a reception
should last and what kinds of content we
would include to create a reception. To
do that, I participated in virtual events
from other schools and from museums
and tried to take note of what seemed to
be working well for other institutions and
incorporate some of those things here.”
Virtual events and meetings can have
their drawbacks, though. Platt said that at
the beginning, there were certain technological challenges.
“There were definitely some hiccups
in terms of technology, especially at the
beginning when Zoom was new for me,”
Platt said, “There was one time where
we did half an hour’s worth programming when we realized that the audio
wasn’t working. People had somehow
stuck around.”
“Then we were just in a place where we
were trying to quickly resolve the problem
and not knowing how to resolve it,” Platt
said. “Then we just had to think on our
feet and come up with a quick solution to
improvise something that would take care
of the rest of the reception even though
the thing we were doing wasn’t working.”
A commonly shared sentiment is that
there is a different atmosphere with virtual events compared to in-person events.
“It’s not the same,” Jackson HussellDavis, president of the College Democrats
at Marshall University, said. “When
we’re in a meeting in the same room
there’s a different energy than there is

online. Online it’s hard to connect with
individuals.”
“The challenges are that it is harder to
read cues and body language in the virtual context, as well as harder for people
to avoid distractions,” Proctor said. “I also
believe certain, intangible qualities that
come with in-person interactions are lost
in the virtual environment.”
Despite the different challenges, there
can be certain positive aspects to doing
virtual events.
“Despite the hiccups, what I found
is that people being able to be in the
virtual space and be aware that they’re
not alone—that they’re watching with
others and that there is some interaction
that happens in the question and answer
period, or if it’s an interview with someone
and then they get to ask questions,” Platt
said. “Then people have a way of feeling
connected in a way that sometimes doesn’t
even happen in in-person events.”
“There’s no substitute for actually
being together and being able to interact
with each other, but the positive aspects of
the virtual programming are really that
collective engagement is possible in a way
that just doesn’t happen when people are
in person,” Platt said.
Virtual events have the ability to reach
more people and gain more attention.
“A lot of our programming is studentcentered, so we have receptions for our
senior capstone shows and for our foundations reviews students,” Platt said. “When
we do that, sometimes we have awards
programming or the students are giving
talks and its things that they really would
love to be able to share with people who
may not be able to get here because they
don’t live here or they have mobility
challenges.”

The Russia-Ukraine Virtual Panel Event took place last week over Zoom.
“And now we have the ability to share
that programming with people who are
much farther afield than Huntington,”
Platt continued. “The other thing that’s
great about it is that we record them and
then we have recordings that we can put
on our website, that we can have University Communications upload to our
YouTube channel.
“That’s a great resource because it’s a
tool for students who are getting ready to
prepare to do talks to watch other students
who have done talks, and they can see
what all the different ways that you can do
a talk are. Also, it can be a tool for people
who are considering coming to this school
to see what kind of programming we offer
here,” Platt said.
While the transition to virtual programming intimidated some, there seems
to now be a positive reception to it. Some
think that virtual events will continue
after the COVID-19 pandemic has subsided. While they may not be the primary
method for hosting events, hybrid events
(events that are both in-person and virtual) could remain as prominent.

“I think it can make a big world smaller,” Hussell-Davis said. “I can interact
and have meaningful conversations with
people from all over and I don’t have
to drive long distances. It’s convenient,
maybe not exclusive events, but possibly
hybrid events [will continue in the future]
because it’s just easier and I imagine it
being a better way to get more people
to come.”
“The virtual option enables people
to participate from various locales and
is helpful for many. So, for this reason, I
think that in many contexts it will continue to make sense to have virtual meetings and events,” Proctor said.
“However, I also think that many
people are eager to interact in person
and to resume some sense of normalcy
that involves attending events in person,”
Proctor continued. “There is a certain
amount of ‘screen fatigue.’ I know that I
feel this way. So, I believe that the future
holds both a return to in-person events
and more virtual events as well.”
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An Overview of Every Team in the Conference USA Tournament
By TYLER KENNETT
SPORTS EDITOR | KENNETT@MARSHALL.EDU

March is here. Conference USA’s
basketball championship tournaments began
on Mar. 8, potentially giving the Herd its
last chances to win a conference title before
realignment. As both the men’s and women’s
teams prepare to take the floor this week,
here is a brief look at every team that will be
participating in Frisco.
The following was written on the afternoon
of Mar. 8 prior to any matchup taking place.
Be sure to check out marshallparthenon.com
to see recaps of Marshall’s progress as the
tournament progresses.
Format
For both the men’s and women’s brackets,
seeding is setup in an east and west format.
While both sides are intermingled, seeding
is represented as 1-7E and 1-7W, indicating
seeding position in East and West divisions.
6E/W and 7E/W seeds play each other in
a preliminary style round prior to the full
bracket. 1E/W and 2E/W seeds receive
byes until Thursday, Mar. 10, giving them an
immediate pass to the quarterfinals.
For Marshall’s sake, the Herd is a 7E seed
in men’s basketball and a 5E in women’s
basketball. Marshall’s men’s team will be
finished with its first matchup prior to the
publication of this article. The women’s
team will begin play on Mar. 9 at 11 a.m on
ESPN+.
Due to space constrictions, this story will
only feature previews of men’s basketball

teams from the East Division, who regularly
play against Marshall. For a detailed
breakdown of the rest of men’s basketball and
the entirety of women’s basketball, check out
marshallparthenon.com
Marshall Thundering Herd
Seed: 7E
Players to watch: Taevion Kinsey,
Obinna Anochili-Killen, Andrew Taylor

For Marshall, the Herd had a bad run to
close out its regular season, losing four of its
last five matchups. This included matchups
against Western Kentucky and Middle
Tennessee, two teams that are now at top
seeds. If Marshall were to run the table from
the play-in game, the Herd would have to
take on WKU, a team that just blanked the
Herd in two consecutive games. In an initial
matchup with FIU, the Herd will take on a
team that won both matchups by a combined
total of five points.
When it comes to the keys to success for
Marshall in the C-USA tournament, the
Herd should likely look to stick to the two
things that it knows best, 3-point shooting
and Taevion Kinsey. Marshall hit 12 threes
in one game against WKU in its final game
of the regular season, showcasing that
the Herd could get hot when it counts. In
March, 3-point shooting reigns supreme.
It will be vital for Marshall to outpace its
opponent from behind the arc. Marko
Sarenac knocked down six threes on his own
last week, showcasing that head coach Dan
D’Antoni has found success late in allowing

rotational players to score a bulk of the Herd’s
points.
As for Taevion Kinsey, he currently sits as
the leading scorer and most talented player
on the Herd’s roster. A Cinderella run cannot
exist without its glass slipper. Without a game
plan with Kinsey at the forefront, Marshall
will likely fall out early. The Herd has one
of the toughest roads to a potential NCAA
tournament bid. While it’s not impossible, the
Herd would have to win five straight contests.
It hasn’t done this at any point this season.
If the Herd makes it, it’ll be one of the most
watched mid-major teams in the NCAA
tournament as a Cinderella story.
Florida International University
Panthers
Seed: 6E
Players to watch: Tevin Brewer, Denver
Jones, Clevon Brown
FIU is a team that can be best described
as average. Its overall record is 15-16 on
the season, and the team has a dead even
scoring margin. With this in mind, it will be
interesting to see how FIU is able to break the
plane for the conference tournament.
It is worth noting, though, that FIU
finished the regular season with four
consecutive losses of eight or more points. Its
largest conference win margin came against
Southern Miss, ending in a score of 77-67.
FIU is a team that averages 9.6 threes per
game to go along with 14 assists. It will be
fun to watch players like Denver Jones and
Tevin Brewer, who lead FIU in assists per
game, shine in potential shootouts with the

season on the line. It is easy to envision FIU
shooting at a higher three-point clip if assists
are finding streaky shooters. FIU could be a
dangerous team that works through runs of
hot shooting, but it would have to have a run
identical to Marshall to make it to March.
Florida Atlantic Owls
Seed: 3E
Players to watch: Alijah Martin, Michael
Forrest, Everett Winchester
Florida Atlantic is a team that thrives on
a two-headed monster of Alijah Martin and
Michael Forrest that averages a combined
27.5 points per game. Martin, especially, is
a talent to watch from behind the arc as he
currently averages 41% from three.
FAU averages roughly 74 points per game,
one of the larger clips in Conference USA.
This is likely due to the Owls being a team
that averages about four more shots per game
than their opponents. Florida Atlantic has a
chance to outpace opponents in shooting due
to high percentages from the field, shooting
35% as a team from three and 45% from the
field.
As the 3E seed, the Owls await the winner
of the matchup of UTSA and Southern
Miss, two teams that the Owls defeated in
the regular season. If Southern Miss were
to make it to the next round, one of FAU’s
largest margins of victory in conference play
came against the Golden Eagles.
Expect FAU to put up a fight, with the
potential downfall being a defensive game
plan centered around stopping the Owl’s
top scorers. If they are hot, though, the Owls

could be a dark horse candidate to win
C-USA. They typically are a team that blows
out opponents or loses in a similar fashion.
FAU will be a team that will be fun to watch
no matter the opponent.
Middle Tennessee State Blue Raiders
Seed: 1E
Players to watch: Josh Jefferson,
Donovan Sims, Eli Lawrence
MTSU finished its east division regular
season championship run with an 8-2 record
in its last 10 games. Of course, the Blue
Raiders are considered one of the favorites
to win all of C-USA. With three players in
double digit scoring, Middle Tennessee is a
team that doesn’t have to do a lot in order to
make it to March, winning only three games
after a two-day bye.
The Blue Raiders are a team that tends to
dominate the scoring margin. On the season,
MTSU has a +7.6 scoring margin per
game. It is a testament to how good that the
Blue Raiders are defensively. In a matchup
against FIU early in the season, MTSU held
the Panthers to 39 points. In another game,
MTSU held Old Dominion to 48. Expect
MTSU to force opponents to tough shots and
low-scoring affairs.
With three scoring options and a defense
that only allows 66 points per game, MTSU
is a team that is positive in every margin on
the season. In order for a team to topple the
1E seed, it would have to outpace MTSU
from behind the arc. The Blue Raiders only
make 8.4 threes per game, a mark bested by
most teams in C-USA on a good night.
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Tournament...
Old Dominion Monarchs
Seed: 5E
Players to watch: C.J. Keyser, Austin Trice,
Kalu Ezikpe
Old Dominion is a team that began the season
with postponements and losing streaks, ending
the season strong by winning three of its last four
contests in the regular season, including a win over
MTSU, the 1E seed. The Monarchs have three
players in double digit scoring as well, with three
players combining for 38 points per game.
The Monarchs are a team that could potentially
spread the wealth to more than the top three
scorers. They average 12.5 assists per game to go
along with 43.6% shooting from the field. ODU
is a sneaky team. The Monarchs struggled at the
beginning of the season, but began to right the
ship.
Old Dominion is a team that could be a deep
sleeper. Don’t be shocked if Old Dominion
manages to upset a high-seeded opponent.
It managed to defeat MTSU and Florida
Atlantic, two teams that are top level seeds in the
tournament, during the regular season. There
is potential for ODU to continue its streaky run
through the conference tournament. All that it
would take is for a few more threes to fall, as the
Monarchs only get 4.5 per game so far this season.
Competing without the three so far could be a
sign for good things to come if C.J. Keyser, the
lone member of the scoring trio to make multiple
threes, gets hot from deep.
Charlotte 49ers
Seed: 4E
Players to watch: Jahmir Young, Austin
Butler, Aly Khalifa
Charlotte is a team that finished the regular
season winning four of its last five conference
matchups. This included wins over Middle
Tennessee, Marshall and FIU. The 49ers are a
team that scores at a very high clip, averaging 70.3
points per game.
The 49ers glass slipper fits the mold of Jahmir
Young, a player that averages 19.8 points per
game. With shooting splits of 47% from the field
and 35% from three, Young is one of the most
exciting scoring talents in the East Division of
Conference USA. If Charlotte is to make a longer
run than expected, it will rely heavily on the talents
of Young to have that career defining moment.

If Young is off of his game, Austin Butler may
be the player that sticks out for the 49ers, scoring
an average of 12.5 points per game on even higher
splits than Young. He is a 40% shooter from three,
an attribute that very few players in Conference
USA have.
Charlotte can be another sleeper that could win
a big matchup early and coast to the semifinals if
the threes fall at a higher clip. If Butler has ice in his
veins, Charlotte could potentially be a late favorite
with a potential 50% shooter from three.
Western Kentucky Hilltoppers
Seed: 2E
Players to watch: Dayvion McKnight,
Camron Justice, Jairus Hamilton, Josh
Anderson
Western Kentucky is on a tear, winning 9 of
its 10 matchups to close out the regular season,
including back-to-back wins against Marshall.
Western Kentucky is the lone team to have four
“players to watch” due to the fact that Western
Kentucky has four players that average double
digits in scoring. The Hilltoppers are the only team
in the East Division to have this sort of power in
scoring. WKU also has a good record against all
potential opponents in the bracket, having only a 3
point loss to FIU in the regular season.
Of course, it is worth noting that WKU has, by
far, the most dynamic scoring potential. Averaging
76 points per game, Western Kentucky replaced its
NBA talent in Charles Bassey with four players that
score at a high level. Three of those four players
also shoot over 35% from the three-point line. If
one of the scorers are down, the rest will step up.
It will be hard to contain Western Kentucky. The
only option is to outscore them.
WKU is one of the most exciting offensive
teams in all of mid-major play. It will be exciting
to see the Hilltoppers look to continue a hot streak.
Expect Western Kentucky to potentially return to
the C-USA championship game for the fourth
consecutive tournament. It will look to win the
elusive title, trying to battle with MTSU and North
Texas for the overall favorite.
Check out marshallparthenon.com for the
complete recap of every team in the West Division
as well as a preview of the Women’s Basketball
tournament as well.
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OPINION

Economic Sanctions May Deal Fatal Blow to
Russia’s Already Weak Domestic Opposition
By BRIAN GRODSKY

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND BALTIMORE COUNTY

(THE CONVERSATION) The
West has responded to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine by imposing
harsh economic sanctions.
Most consequentially, key Russian
banks have been cut out of the
SWIFT payments messaging system,
making financial transactions much
more difficult. The United States,
European Union and others also
moved to freeze Russian Central
Bank reserves. And U.S. President
Joe Biden is placing a total ban on
Russian oil imports.

These sanctions are aimed at
generating opposition from both
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
inner circle and everyday Russians.
As a scholar who studies regime
change, I believe the risk is that they
will actually drive the Kremlin’s
weak opposition further into
obscurity.
Economic sanctions follow a
“punishment logic”: Those feeling
economic pain are expected to rise
up against their political leaders and
demand a change in policies.
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Everyday Russians have already felt
the pain from the newest sanctions. The
ruble plummeted in value, and Russia’s
stock market dipped. The effects of
Western sanctions were seen in the long
lines at ATMs as Russians tried to pull
out their cash before it was lost.
But the odds of an uprising are not
great. Empirical research suggests that
sanctions rarely generate the sorts of
damage that compel their targets to
back down. Their greatest chance of
success is when they are used against
democratic states, where opposition
elites can mobilize the public against
them.
In authoritarian regimes like Putin’s,
where average citizens are the most
likely to suffer, sanctions usually do
more to hurt the opposition than help it.
Putin has used a variety of tools to try
to quell domestic opposition over the
past two decades.
Some of these were subtle, such as
tweaking the electoral system in ways
that benefit his party. Others were less
so, including instituting constitutional
changes that allow him to serve as
president for years to come.
But Putin has not stopped at legislative
measures. He has long been accused
of murdering rivals, both at home
and abroad. Most recently, Putin has
criminalized organizations tied to the
opposition and has imprisoned their
leader, Alexei Navalny, who was the
target of two assassination attempts.
Despite a clampdown on activism,
Russians have repeatedly proved willing
to take to the streets to make their voices

heard. Thousands demonstrated in the
summer and fall of 2020 to support
a governor in the Far East who had
beaten Putin’s pick for the position only
to be arrested, ostensibly for a murder
a decade and a half earlier. Thousands
more came out last spring to protest
against Navalny’s detention.
Putin has even begun facing challenges
from traditionally subservient political
parties, such as the Communist Party
and the nationalist Liberal Democratic
Party.
Importantly, Putin has occasionally
shown a willingness to back down and
change his policies under pressure.
In other words, as much as Putin has
limited democracy in Russia, opposition
has continued to bubble up.
The result is a president who feels
compelled to win over at least a portion
of his domestic audience. This was
clear in the impassioned address Putin
made to the nation setting the stage for
war. The fiery hourlong speech falsely
accused Ukrainians of genocide against
ethnic Russians in eastern Ukraine.
“How long can this tragedy continue?
How much longer can we put up with
this?” Putin asked his nation.
Since Russia invaded Ukraine,
Russians have continued to show
their willingness to stand up to Putin.
Thousands have gathered to protest
the war in Ukraine, despite risking large
fines and jail time.
They have been aided by a network
of “hacktivists” outside Russia using
a variety of tactics to overcome the
Kremlin’s mighty propaganda machine.

These groups have blocked Russian
government agencies and state news
outlets from spreading false narratives.
Despite these public showings,
the liberal opposition to Putin is
undoubtedly weak. In part, this is
because Putin controls state television,
which nearly two-thirds of Russians
watch for their daily news. Going into
this war, half of Russians blamed the
U.S. and NATO for the increase in
tensions, with only 4% holding Russia
responsible.
This narrative could be challenged
by the large number of Russians –
40% – who get their information from
social media. But the Kremlin has a
long track record of operating in this
space, intimidating tech companies
and spreading false stories that back
the government line. Just on Friday
state authorities said they would block
access to Facebook, which around 9%
of Russians use.
Putin has already shown he can use
his information machine to convert past
Western sanctions into advantage. After
the West sanctioned Russia for its 2014
takeover of Crimea, Putin deflected
blame for Russians’ economic pain
from himself to foreign powers. The
result may have fallen short of the classic
“rally around the flag” phenomenon,
but on balance Putin gained politically
from his first grab on Ukraine. More
forceful economic sanctions this time
around may unleash a broader wave of
nationalism.
More importantly, sanctions have a
long track record of weakening political

Continued on page 11
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McDonald’s to Temporarily Close All Stores in Russia
By DEE-ANN DURBIN
AP BUSINESS WRITER

DETROIT (AP) — McDonald’s said Tuesday
it is temporarily closing all of its 850 restaurants
in Russia in response to the country’s invasion
of Ukraine, a highly symbolic move for the U.S.
chain that was among the first to enter the former
Soviet Union three decades ago.
The burger giant said it will continue paying its
62,000 employees in Russia “who have poured
their heart and soul into our McDonald’s brand.”
But in an open letter to employees, McDonald’s
President and CEO Chris Kempckinski said
closing those stores for now is the right thing to do.
“Our values mean we cannot ignore the
needless human suffering unfolding in Ukraine,”
Kempczinski said.
Kempczinski said it’s impossible to know when
the company will be able to reopen its stores.
“The situation is extraordinarily challenging
for a global brand like ours, and there are many
considerations,” Kempczinski wrote in the letter.
McDonald’s works with hundreds of Russian
suppliers, for example, and serves millions of
customers each day.
McDonald’s has also temporarily closed 108
restaurants in Ukraine and continues to pay those
employees.
McDonald’s could take a big financial hit because
of the closures. In a recent regulatory filing, the
Chicago-based company said its restaurants in
Russia and Ukraine contribute 9% of its annual
revenue, or around $2 billion last year.
Unlike other big fast food brands in Russia that
are owned by franchisees __ including KFC, Pizza
Hut, Starbucks and Burger King __ McDonald’s
owns 84% of its Russian locations.
Yum Brands, the parent company of KFC and
Pizza Hut, said Monday that it is donating all of
the profits from its 1,050 restaurants in Russia to
humanitarian efforts. It has also suspended new
restaurant development in the country. Burger
King said it is redirecting the profits from its 800
Russian stores to relief efforts and donating $2
million in food vouchers to Ukrainian refugees.
Starbucks is also donating profits from its 130

Russian stores to humanitarian efforts.
McDonald’s said Tuesday it has donated more
than $5 million to its employee assistance fund
and to relief efforts. It has also parked a Ronald
McDonald House Charities mobile medical care
unit at the Polish border with Ukraine; another
mobile care unit is en route to the border in
Latvia, the company said.
When McDonald’s opened its first store in
Moscow, in Jan. 31, 1990, it was hailed as a sign
of the thawing Cold War. Thousands of Russians
lined up before dawn to try hamburgers __ many
for the first time. By the end of the day, 30,000
meals had been rung up on 27 cash registers, an
opening-day record for the company.
Many corporations have ceased operations in
Russia in protest of the Ukraine invasion. Among
them is consumer goods conglomerate Unilever,
which on Tuesday said it has suspended all
imports and exports of its products into and out
of Russia, and that it will not invest any further
capital into the country.
Last week, New York State Comptroller Thomas
DiNapoli __ a trustee of the state’s pension fund,
which is a McDonald’s investor __ sent a letter to
McDonald’s and nine other companies urging
them to consider pausing their operations in
Russia.
In a statement Tuesday, DiNapoli commended
McDonald’s for its action.
“As one of the largest domestic corporations doing
business in Russia, McDonald’s suspension of
operations there should send a strong message to
other companies,” DiNapoli said. “Russia’s attack
on Ukraine, its violent imperialism, threatens the
global economy and makes doing business there
extraordinarily risky if not untenable.”
In his letter, Kempczinski cited influential former
McDonald’s Chairman and CEO Fred Turner,
whose mantra was, “Do the right thing.”
“There are countless examples over the years
of McDonald’s Corp. living up to Fred’s simple
ideal. Today is one of those days,” Kempczinski
said.

(AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)

WVU Lifts Masks
Mandates in Classrooms
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MORGANTOWN,
W .Va . ( A P ) — W e s t
V i rg i n ia Un iver s it y i s
l i f t i n g C OV I D -19 m a s k
requirements in its classrooms
a nd labs reg a rd less of a
person’s vaccination status.
The university said in a
news release that the change
is ef fect ive Tuesday. Last
month WVU lifted a mask
requirement in most indoor
spaces.
Active virus cases statewide

have fa l len below 2,0 0 0
for the f irst time since last
July, according to the state
Depa r t ment of Hea lt h
a n d Hu m a n R e s ou r c e s’
COVID-19 dashboard.
Masks will continue to be
required through March 18
on university buses and the
personal rapid transit system.
Students, staff and visitors
in designated areas of the
Health Sciences Center where
pat ient care ser v ices are

provided also will be required
to continue wearing masks.
The statement said that
in preparat ion for spr ing
break next week, students
and employees on t he
Morgantown campus can pick
up a free antigen self-test kit
this week at certain locations.
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Marshall Hosts Visiting
Marshall Helps Support
Local Maple Syrup Industry Writer’s Events

The poster for the Visiting Writer’s Series

By TREVOR SMITH
REPORTER | SMITH2784@MARSHALL.EDU

A man processes maple syrup to be sold

By BREA SMITH
REPORTER | SMITH3034@MARSHALL.EDU

The growing maple syrup
industry in West Virginia will see
a change soon due to The Robert
C. Byrd Institute at Marshall
University. They will host a
virtual summit highlighting new
advancements and what the
RCBI has been working on to
improve the growing industry.
Evan Nelson, RCBI’s manager
of Agricultural Innovations,
has worked on improving sap
production since 2020. In 2020,
RCBI received a grant for USDA
Rural Business Development.
With the grant money, RCBI
was able “to assist 15 new
farmers who were interested in

Photo Courtesy of Kristopher Radder | AP

maple syrup production.”
Nelson also added onto that by
saying, “With this grant we were
able to award three people with
what we call early-stage funding
to help invent a new product
or advance a currently existing
one.”
The event—known as TAP
or the Appalachian Syrup
Producers Virtual Summit—
will showcase several new types
of syrup taps. Syrup producers
will also discuss techniques
that decrease time and increase
syrup production.
According to Nelson, one of
the three early-stage funding
products is a redesigned syrup
tap.
“This new design will allow for

better flow of sap from trees.
This, in turn, allow the producer
to have more syrup to sell,”
Nelson said.
Another early-stage funding
product looked into designing
a reverse osmosis machine
to cut down on time. The
reverse osmosis machine will
allow farmers to filter out
contaminants and water in a
shorter amount of time. For
West Virginia, maple season
only lasts about six weeks, so it
remains important that maple
syrup farmers can harvest as
much syrup as they can during
those six weeks.
The summit aims to share new
devices and techniques among
syrup producers.

Poet Donika Kelly and essayist
Mellissa Febos from the University
of Iowa came as part of the A.E.
Stringer Visiting Writers Series
at Marshall University. Both were
named finalists for the National
Book Critics Circle Award.
The writers read their selection of
readings onstage at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center.
Kelly read a handful of poems
from both of her books Bestiary and
Renunciations. Bestiary contained
many mythological stories about
characters from Greek mythology.
Kelly said her reasoning for writing so much in that area came from
being naturally drawn to it and it
feeling right for her.
When taking the stage, Kelly said
that she felt nervous from the pressure, that it “doesn’t get old,” and
that it had been a while since she
had taken a stage. After fumbling
some words during one of her poems, Kelly said, “told you I’m out of
practice.”
After Kelly read her chosen

poems, she thanked her listeners for
their attention and the noises and
nodding she noticed while on stage.
Febos picked some of her essays to
read from her collections Abandon
Me and Girlhood. Febos said she
wanted to read these for the college
audience as students could relate to
them. She also mentioned that she
had found herself on the floor crying
while writing some of these, so she
felt like they would be good for the
college listeners.
Febos told the audience that while
writing some of these stories about
her childhood, it made her think
about who she used to be. “Sometimes, when you write about your
childhood, you realize how weird
you were,” Febos said.
Rachael Peckham, a creative writing professor at Marshall and the
coordinator of the event, introduced
the writers during the event. She had
been the one to reach out to Kelly
and Febos to see if they would come
to the university.
Febos told the audience, “Everyone here is so nice. It’s disarming.”
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Sanctions Continued...
situation in Russia continues to deteriorate, Putin will
likely crack down further to stamp out any signs of
dissent. And former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev
reacted to the country’s expulsion from the Council of
Europe by suggesting Russia might go back on its human
rights promises
In the first week of the war, Russian authorities arrested
more than 7,000 protesters. They ramped up censorship
and closed down a longtime icon of liberal media, the
Ekho Moskvy radio station. The editor of Russia’s last
independent TV station, TV Dozhd, also announced he
was fleeing the country.
Russia already ranked near the bottom – 150 out of
180 – in the latest Reporters Without Borders assessment

of media freedom. And a new law, passed on March 4,
2022, punishes the spread of “false information” about
Russia’s armed forces with up to 15 years in jail.
Ironically, then, the very sanctions that encourage
Russians to attack the regime also narrow their available
opportunities to do so.
Ultimately, the opposition seen on the streets in Russia
today and perhaps in the coming weeks may be the
greatest show of strength that can be expected in the
near future.
The West may have better luck using targeted sanctions
against those in Putin’s inner circle, including Russia’s
infamous oligarchs. But with their assets hidden in
various pots around the world, severely hurting these

actors may prove difficult.
Even in the best of circumstances, economic sanctions
can take years to have their desired effect. For Ukrainians,
fighting a brutal and one-sided war, the sanctions are
unlikely to help beyond bolstering morale.
The danger is that these sanctions may also make
average Russians another casualty in Putin’s war.
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HerdCon Showcases Local Artwork,
Cosplay and Fandom

Scenes from the Herdcon event that took place last week		

By TYLER KENNETT
SPORTS EDITOR | KENNETT@MARSHALL.EDU

T

here are not many
peaceful days when
you can walk around
in a suit of armor. Even
then, there is likely only one day when
it comes across as completely normal to
be fully clad in a suit of Mandalorian
armor made entirely from recycled Dr.
Pepper cans. The power to conjure that
kind of day is exclusively reserved for
HerdCon.
Marshall University Libraries hosted
HerdCon—its annual pop culture
convention—for the first time since
the beginning of the pandemic last
weekend. The event drew dozens of
vendors, student groups and fandoms
from throughout the tri-state.
While vendor numbers were kept

low for the purpose of safety, tons of
art, HerdCon displayed handcrafted
apparel, merchandise and even a table
of hand-made Lego minifigures for its
attendees.
“We love events that bring out creativity,” said Heather Brooks, a member
of the HerdCon committee. “That is
what a popular comic convention is
about. You can see any character you
imagine. Whether you are into gaming,
science fiction or comics—everything is
represented here.”
HerdCon provides a chance for
likeminded communities to become
intertwined. Clubs on campus such as
Cherry Blossom Cosplay, the Marshall
University Game Design Guild, the
Esports Club Association and even the
Fencing Club can come together and
find students who share overlapping
passions, which can lead to potential

Photos by Shauntelle Thompson

new recruits for every club.
HerdCon also serves as a chance for
the community to bring their interests,
even if they do not attend Marshall.
“It’s not all cosplay and sci-fi,” Salem Dick, a local middle school student
attending HerdCon as their first convention, said. “There were a bunch of
people just hanging out.”
HerdCon looks to continue expanding as years go on and safety measures
can slowly be removed.
“What we would love to have is more
student input,” Brooks said. “We want
students to be involved. The last two tshirts were student artwork. We want to
represent what the student population
wants from a con.”

